
For over 35 years, LexisNexis® has earned the reputation as the industry leader by evolving and developing innovative 
solutions that help law enforcement agencies meet their mission goals.  Reputations are built on performance and 
professional integrity, not promises.  We’re proud of our proven track record for results, but even more proud of our 
reputation for putting our clients and their mission first.  
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LexisNexis proudly  
supports the NNALEA
Unity. Strength. Courage.

About LexisNexis® Risk Solutions
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and reports data, as provided by the public records and commercially available data sources, and is not the source of the data, nor is it a comprehensive compilation of the data. Before relying on any data, it should be independently verified. LexisNexis and the Knowledge 
Burst logo are registered trademarks of RELX Group. Copyright © 2017 LexisNexis. 
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NNALEA wants to give a special thanks to the following for their partnership and 
support for the 2022 NNALEA National Training Conference:

For the last 35 years, LexisNexis® earned the reputation as the industry leader by evolving to stay ahead of the 
curve and by producing innovative solutions that help law enforcement agencies succeed.  Reputations are 
built on performance and professional integrity, not promises.  We’re proud of our proven track record for 
results, but even more proud of our reputation for putting our clients first.  

LexisNexis is a proud sponsor of National Native American Law Enforcement Association.

For additional information, please contact:
Dale Ferranto, Ass’t Chief DOJ (Ret.)
Law Enforcement Liaison
LexisNexis   |   Risk Solutions
tel:  949.542.0442  email:  dale.ferranto@lexisnexis.com

LexisNexis® Investigative Solutions
Strong data. Insightful analytics. Rooted in integrity.

About LexisNexis® Risk Solutions
LexisNexis® Risk Solutions is the leader in providing essential information that helps advance industry and society. Building on the legacy of proven LexisNexis® services from the past 30 years, our cutting-edge 
technology, unique data and advanced scoring analytics provide total solutions that address evolving client needs in the risk sector while upholding high standards of security and privacy. LexisNexis Risk Solutions 
serves commercial organizations and government agencies and is comprised of several affiliated corporations, each offering premier customer-focused solutions. For more information, visit lexisnexis.com/risk.

Accurint® for Law Enforcement does not constitute a “consumer report” as that term is defined in the federal Fair Credit Reporting Act, 15 USC 1681 et seq. (FCRA). Accordingly,Accurint® for Law Enforcement may not be used in whole or in part as 
a factor in determining eligibility for credit, insurance, employment or another permissible purpose under the FCRA. Due to the nature of the origin of public record information, the public records and commercially available data sources used in 
reports may contain errors. Source data is sometimes reported or entered inaccurately, processed poorly or incorrectly, and is generally not free from defect. This product or service aggregates and reports data, as provided by the public records 
and commercially available data sources, and is not the source of the data, nor is it a comprehensive compilation of the data. Before relying on any data, it should be independently verified. Copyright © 2012 LexisNexis. All rights reserved.
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National Native American Law Enforcement Association
29th National Training Conference (NTC)

“Making Tribal Communities the Safest
Communities in America”

Flamingo Resort
Las Vegas, Nevada

August 30 – Sept. 01, 2022

Tuesday, Aug. 30, 2022

   Registration & Exhibit 
 Set Up Registration & Exhibit Setup: Sunset Registration Desk 

10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
 
  Note:  All Federal, Tribal, State, and local Covid19 Safety Protocol will be followed.  
   

Tuesday, August 30

7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.  Registration: Sunset Registration Desk    



9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

Present Colors National Anthem: 

Traditional Opening Prayer: 

Greetings:
9:00 am – 9:30 am

  
  
  
   
    

Keynote Speakers:

9:30 am – 11:00 am

11:00 am -1:30 pm

Opening Ceremonies: Vista/Scenic Room

Color Guard, Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department

Arlen Quetawki, Councilman & former Governor Pueblo of Zuni, Zuni, NM
 
NNALEA President Hubert F. Brohawn III, Maryland Natural Resources Police (ret), 
Charleston, SC

Laz Chavez, Assistant Sheriff,  Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department, Las Vegas, NV

James “Jim” Owens, Chief of Police, Las Vegas Paiute Tribe, Las Vegas, NV

ila Yazzi, Vice-Chair, Las Vegas Paiute Tribe, Las Vegas, NV

Osceola S. Red Shirt, Assistant Director, Office of Law Enforcement & Security, US DOI 

Jesse Delmar, Director of Public Safety, Navajo Nation, Window Rock, AZ – NNALEA PP
 

Myron Lizer, Vice-President Navajo Nation, Window Rock, AZ

The Honorable Ronald L. Davis, Director, United States Marshal Service

The Honorable Paul Abbate, Deputy Director, Federal Bureau of Investigations

BREAK



Tuesday, August 30 (continued)

Lunch Break 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
ON OWN

Time Track 1: 
Room: Laughlin 2 
US Borders & Crimi-
nal Investigations

Track 2: 
Room: Laughlin 3 

Indian Country:
Boots on the Ground

Track 3: 
Room: Virginia City 2 

Making Safe Schools 
& Safe Communities

Track 4: 
Room: Laughlin 1 

Indian Country:
Criminal Legal Sympo-
sium  

Track 5: 
Room: Reno 2 

Child Protection & 
Juvenile Justice

Track 6: 
Room: Virginia City 1
Emergency 
Preparedness 

Environmental 
Enforcement

Key Partnerships

1:30 -
2:45 p.m.

US Customs & 
Border Protection 
101 – An Overview 
of Air & Marine 
Operations; Office of 
Field Operations; & 
U. S. Border Patrol

Jon Pearce
Aviation 
Enforcement Agent
Luis Lansangan 
Port Director-Port of 
Las Vegas

Sam Chavez
Supervisory Border 
Patrol Agent
 
Aaron Salas
Acting Supervisory 
Border Patrol Agent

USBP/CBP/DHS

Public Law 280 
(PL 280) & How PL 
280 could impact 
McGirt

Aaron Christensen

ICUJU/FBI/DOJ

Enhancing School 
Safety Using a Threat 
Assessment Model

Aaron Cotkin
Social Science 
Research Specialist

Joyce Iwashita
Social Science 
Research Specialist

NTAC/USSS/DHS

Supreme Court and 
Federal Indian Law 
Update

 
Mike Andrews
SR. VP McGuire Woods, 
LLC

NICS Overview 

FBI CJIS & MMIP. 
The CJIS Tribal 
Engagement 
Program Services 
and Programs 
Offered

Kristi Naternicola
Liason Specialist

Joanne Garrison
Liason Specialist

CJIS/FBI/DOJ

Building an 
Emergency 
Preparedness Plan

Roberto Hylton
Director, Office of 
Law Enforcement 
Engagement & 
Integration

FEMA/DHS

2:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. –  Break



Tuesday, August 30 (continued)
3:00 -
4:15 p.m.

OPERATION Stone 
Garden & Border 
Infrastructure and 
Technology – What 
it means for Native 
American Law En-
forcement

Rafael Castillo 
Supervisory Border 
Patrol Agent

Charles Tosh
Public Lands Liaison 
Agent

USBP/CBP/DHS

Supreme Court and 
Federal Indian Law 
Update

 
Mike Andrews
SR. VP McGuire 
Woods, LLC

Enhancing School 
Safety Using a 
Threat Assessment 
Model

Aaron Cotkin
Social Science 
Research Specialist

Joyce Iwashita
Social Science 
Research Specialist

NTAC/USSS/DHS

McGirt Ruling and its 
impact on Public Law 
280.

MMIP 

Aaron Christenson
Supervisory Special 
Agent

ICCU/FBI/DOJ

NCMEC Forensic 
Capabilities & 
Resources

Carol Schweitzer

NCMEC

Building an 
Emergency 
Preparedness Plan

Roberto Hylton
Director, Office of 
Law Enforcement 
Engagement & 
Integration

FEMA/DHS

4:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. –  Break

4:30 -
5:45 p.m.

Counterterrorism 
Operations Support 
(CTOS)
Overview: of 
Radiological & 
Nuclear Weapons of 
Mass Destruction -
Preventive 
Radiological Nuclear 
Detection

David Pasquale

CTOS/COTR/SME
NV/NNSS/DOE/GOV

Tattoo and Graffiti 
(TAG) Program 
and the Tribal TAG 
Outreach (TTO) 
Program

Deneen Hernandez
Lab Division 

CARR Unit/FBI/DOJ

Threat Assessment:  
A Behavioral 
Approach

Aaron Cotkin
Social Science 
Research Specialist

Joyce Iwashita
Social Science 
Research Specialist

NTAC/USSS/DHS

Legal Foundations 
& Best Practices for 
Tribal Public Safety 
in Alaska & PL280 
Jurisdictions

Alex Cleghorn
SR. Legal & Policy 
Director, Alaskan 
Native Justice Center

NCMEC Forensic 
Capabilities & 
Resources

Carol Schweitzer

NCMEC

Building an 
Emergency 
Preparedness Plan

Roberto Hylton
Director, Office of 
Law Enforcement 
Engagement & 
Integration

FEMA/DHS



Wednesday, August 31
Time Track 1:

Room: Laughlin 2 
US Borders 
& Criminal 
Investigations

Track 2:
Room: Laughlin 3 
Indian Country:
Boots on the Ground

Track 3: 
Room: Virginia City 2 
Making Safe Schools 
& Safe Communities

Track 4:
Room: Laughlin 1
Indian Country:
Criminal Legal 
Symposium  

Track 5:
Room: Reno 2 
Child Protection & 
Juvenile Justice

Track 6:
Room: Virginia City 1 
Emergency 
Preparedness 

Environmental 
Enforcement

Key Partnerships

9:00 a.m. -
10:15 a.m.

Terrorist Trends and 
Tactics

Shalan McClelland
Senior Protective 
Intelligence 
Research Specialist

CPAG/USSS/DHS

Creating Networks 
with Private LTE

Rob Douglas

Cradlepoint

Active Shooter – 
An Overview

Cindy Wolf
A/Unit Chief

Philip Reid
Supervisory Special 
Agent

FBI/DOJ

Law Enforcement  
Suicide & Hate Crimes 
Submission to the 
FBI Uniform Crime 
Reporting Program

Lora Klingensmith
Management & 
Program Analyst

CJIS/FBI/DOJ

NCMEC 
Special Projects & 
Resources

 Joy Paluska
Program Manager, 
Special Projects 

 NCMEC

Officer Safety and 
Wellness & National 
Suicide Awareness 
for Law Enforcement 
Officer’s

Lieutenant Floyd
Wiley (Retired)
VALOR

Chief Sonia
Quinones (Retired)
IIR

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. – Break

10:30 a.m. -
11:45 a.m.

Domestic and 
Homegrown Violent 
Extremist
Investigations.

Justin Winecoff
Special Agent

FBI/DOJ

Alcohol and 
Substance Abuse 
and the Impact On 
Tribal Families.

Edmund M. “Ted” 
Sexton Sr. and        
Jon Tyler       
Phoenix House Of
Tuscaloosa

Advanced Law 
Enforcement Rapid 
Response Training 
(ALERRT) – 

An Overview

Cindy Wolf
A/Unit Chief

Philip Reid
Supervisory Special 
Agent

FBI/DOJ

The National Crime 
Information Center 
(NCTC) & the Missing 
and Unidentified 
Person Files

Russ Myers
Management & 
Program Analyst

CJIS/FBI/DOJ

Amber Alert in Indian 
Country

Tyesha Wood

NCJT/FVT

 

Cyber Crimes & 
Digital Investigations
 
Jefferson Grace
Detective
Digital Investigative 
Bureau, Task 
Force Officer, FBI 
Cybercrime Task 
Force 

LVMPD

Lunch Break 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.



Wednesday, August 31 (continued)

Time Track 1:
Room: Laughlin 2
US Borders 
& Criminal 
Investigations

Track 2:
Room: Laughlin 3
Indian Country:
Boots on the Ground

Track 3:
Room: Virginia City 2
Making Safe Schools 
& Safe Communities

Track 4:
Room: Laughlin 1
Indian Country:
Criminal Legal 
Symposium  

Track 5:
Room: Reno 2 
Child Protection & 
Juvenile Justice

Track 6:
Room: Virginia City 1 
Emergency 
Preparedness 

Environmental 
Enforcement

Key Partnerships

1:30 p.m. -
2:45 p.m.

Intelligence & 
Information Sharing 
Tools - Utilizing Cell 
Phone Geolocation 
Data & Predictive 
Analytics in Criminal 
Investigations

Every Second 
Counts: The 
Recovery of Baby 
Jiralya 
 
Trevor Buchanan, 
SIU

 
LexisNexis
Special Services Inc.

METHAMPHETAMINES     

The Drugs of Tribal 
Communities

Rochelle Hrananc
SR. Forensic Chemist 
DEA SW Laboratory

DEA/DOJ & ONDCP

Active Shooter 
Awareness and 
Preparedness (ASAP)  
 
An Overview: 
Primarily for non-law 
enforcement sworn 
individuals; however, 
sworn LEO’s may 
attend.

Cindy Wolf
A/Unit Chief

Philip Reid
Supervisory Special 
Agent

FBI/DOJ

Note Time Change:
1:30 PM – 3:30 PM

The National Crime 
Information Center 
(NCTC) & the Missing 
and Unidentified 
Person Files

Russ Myers
Management & 
Program Analyst

CJIS/FBI/DOJ

CYBER S.W.A.T. 
(Safety While 
Accessing 
Technology): A Cyber 
Education Program 
for Schools

Jeff Lybarger
Associate Vice 
President

NW3C

Identifying & 
Protecting Critical 
Infrastructure on 
Tribal Lands – 
The Impact of the 
SCOTUS McGirt 
Ruling and the Coolie 
Ruling 

Mike Andrews
SR. VP McGuire 
Woods, LLC

2:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. – Break



Wednesday, August 31 (continued)
3:00 p.m. -
4:15 p.m.

Regional Maritime 
Improvement 
Program 

Michelle Green 
Homeland Border 
Security Program 
Manager
Maritime Security 
Department (MSD)  
National Maritime 
Intelligence-
Integration Office 
(NMIO)  
National Intelligence 
Manager - Maritime 
(NIM-M)
CIV/U.S.Navy/MIL

Jennifer Hertzler

LCDR -USCG/MIL

FENTANYL: 
-More lethal than 
COVID!
     
Rochelle Hranrac
SR. Forensic Chemist 
– DEA SW Laboratory

DEA/DOJ 

Active Shooter 
Awareness and 
Preparedness (ASAP) 

The ASAP Program: 
Primarily for non-law 
enforcement sworn 
individuals; however, 
sworn LEO’s may 
attend.

Cindy Wolf
A/Unit Chief

Philip Reid
Supervisory Special 
Agent

FBI/DOJ
 
Note Time Change:
3:30 PM – 3:45 PM
    
CLASS BREAK

Investigating Child 
Welfare Cases in Indian 
Country

Tamara Begay
Asst. Prosecutor
Puyallup Tribe

Child Abduction 
Rapid Deployment 
(CARD)

Rodney Sanchez
Special Agent

Jeffrey R. Cugno
Special Agent

Brian Sullivan
Special Agent

BAU/FBI/DOJ

Pine Ridge Sioux 
Tribe Reservation 
South Dakota – 
Pandemic Operations 
- Strategic & Tactical

Hermis John 
Mousseau,
Canksa Yuha Training 
& Consulting
Pine Ridge, SD

4:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. – Break

4:30 p.m.-
5:45 p.m.

Combating Human 
Trafficking – Tribal 
Gaming Industry

Hon. Jeannie Hovland
Vice Char - National 
Indian Gaming Com-
mission (NIGC)

Diverted
PHARMACEUTICALS

Martin Ramirez
Diversion Investigator
DEA Office of Training

DEA/DOJ

Active Shooter 
Awareness and 
Preparedness (ASAP) 

The ASAP Program: 
Primarily for non-law 
enforcement sworn 
individual; however, 
sworn LEO’s may 
attend.

Cindy Wolf
A/Unit Chief

Philip Reid
Supervisory Special 
Agent

FBI/DOJ 

Note Time Change:
3:45 PM – 5:45 PM

How to Make Sure Your 
Case Gets Prosecuted 
and Win in Court

Panel:
Mike Andrews,
Tamara Begay, 
Alex Cleghorn,
Kara Bacon 

Child Abduction Rapid 
Deployment (CARD)

Rodney Sanchez
Special Agent

Jeffrey R. Cugno
Special Agent

Brian Sullivan
Special Agent

BAU/FBI/DOJ

Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Investigations

Wendy Su
Special Agent

EPA Enforcement 
Division



Native American Awards Ceremony
Wednesday, August 31, 2022

6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
“Twilight Room”

Hosted by LexisNexis

Woodrow “Woody” Talcove, Chief Executive Officer, LNSSI

“Making Tribal Communities the Safest Communities in America”
Greeting: NNALEA President, Hubert F. “Hugh” Brohawn III, Maryland Natural Resources Police (ret)
Traditional Prayer: Johnny Johnson, President, Tse’ii’ahi’ (Standing Rock) Chapter, Navajo Nation
Opening Remarks: Tom Woolworth, NNALEA, Executive Board Emeritus – “Master of Ceremonies” 

Jeannie Hovland, Vice-Chair, National Indian Gaming Commission (NIGC)

Tonja Sablatura, Acting SC, Federal Bureau of Investigations, U.S. Department of Justice

Roberto L. Hylton, Senior Law Enforcement Advisor, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Keynote Speakers:  
The Honorable Erik A. Hooks, Deputy Administer, Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Haywood Talcove, Chief Executive Officer, LexisNexis Risk Solutions

Presentation of Awards: 

Chief of Police of the Year 2022: James “Jim” Owens, Las Vegas Paiute Tribe Police Department

NNALEA Strength Award: United Stated Border Patrol, Customs Border Protection, Department of Homeland Security

NNALEA Unity Award: John Mousseau & Dan Hesdsteth, Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine Ridge, South Dakota

Door Prize Drawings



Thursday, September 01
Time Track 1:

Room: Laughlin 2
US Borders 
& Criminal 
Investigations

Track 2:
Room: Laughlin 3
Indian Country:
Boots on the Ground

Track 3:
Room: Virginia City 2
Making Safe Schools 
& Safe Communities

Track 4:
Room: Laughlin 1
Indian Country:
Criminal Legal 
Symposium  

Track 5:
Room: Reno 2
Child Protection & 
Juvenile Justice

Track 6:
Room: Virginia City 1
Emergency 
Preparedness 

Environmental 
Enforcement

Key Partnerships

9:00 a.m. -
10:15 a.m.

Missing Migrant 
Program: A Tribal 
Partnership

George T. Serrano
Headquarters 
Program Agent - 
Foreign Operations 

USBP/CBP/DHS

Domestic Violence in 
Indian Country

Tami Lara

FLETC/DHS (ret)

Victim Assistance 
Program for Violent 
Crime:
Crimes Against 
Children & Indian 
Country Crime

Sarah Vasquez, VS

Erin Terry, VS

OFVA/FBI/DOJ

Law Enforcement 
Cooperation in the 
Post McGirt Era: 
Challenges and 
Changes 
Hon. Kara Bacon
Tribal Prosecutor
Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma

Child Abduction 
Rapid Deployment 
(CARD)

Rodney Sanchez
Special Agent

Jeffrey R. Cugno
Special Agent

Brian Sullivan
Special Agent

BAU/FBI/DOJ

Combating Human 
Trafficking – Tribal 
Gaming Industry

Hon. Jeannie Hovland
Vice Char - National 
Indian Gaming 
Commission (NIGC) 

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 p.m. – Break

10:30 a.m. -
11:45 a.m.

Intelligence & 
Information Sharing

David Van Patten
Supervisory 
Intelligence Analyst
Fusion Centers

FBI/DOJ

“Hot YOGA 
Tallassee”- A Case 
Study of Misogynistic 
Extremism
          &
An Averted School 
Attempt Plot

Aaron Cotkin
Social Science 
Research Specialist

Joyce Iwashita
Social Science 
Research Specialist

NTAC/USSS/DHS

Victim Assistance 
Program for Violent 
Crime:
Domestic & 
International 
Terrorism

Sarah Vasquez, VS

Erin Terry, VS

OFVA/FBI/DOJ

   

Combating Human 
Trafficking – Tribal 
Gaming Industry

Hon. Jeannie Hovland
Vice Chairman, 
National Indian Gaming 
Commission (NIGC)

Child Abduction 
Rapid Deployment 
(CARD)

Rodney Sanchez
Special Agent

Jeffrey R. Cugno
Special Agent

Brian Sullivan
Special Agent

 BAU/FBI/DOJ

 

Fish & Wildlife 
Enforcement

SGT. Hubert F. 
Brohawn III (ret)
Maryland Natural 
Resources Police

11:45 a.m. - Noon – Break
Lunch Break 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
Registration: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.



Thursday, September 01 (Continued)
Time Track 1:

Room: Vista/Scenic
General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting 
& Mandalay Bay 
Hotel Las Vegas 
Mass Shooting 

Track 2:
Room: Vista/Scenic
General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting 
& Mandalay Bay 
Hotel Las Vegas 
Mass Shooting 

Track 3:
Room: Vista/Scenic
General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting 
& Mandalay Bay Hotel 
Las Vegas Mass 
Shooting 

Track 4:
Room: Vista/Scenic
General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting 
& Mandalay Bay Hotel 
Las Vegas Mass 
Shooting 

Track 5:
Room: Vista/Scenic
General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting 
& Mandalay Bay 
Hotel Las Vegas 
Mass Shooting 

Track 6:
Room: Vista/Scenic
General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting 
& Mandalay Bay Hotel 
Las Vegas Mass 
Shooting 

1:30 p.m. -
2:45 p.m.

General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting

Stephen Belongia
SAC/FBI/DOJ

General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting

Stephen Belongia
SAC/FBI/DOJ

General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting

Stephen Belongia
SAC/FBI/DOJ

General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New 
York Mass Shooting

Stephen Belongia
SAC/FBI/DOJ

General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New     
York Mass Shooting

Stephen Belongia
SAC/FBI/DOJ

General Session:
Panel: Buffalo New 
York Mass Shooting

Stephen Belongia
SAC/FBI/DOJ

2:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. – Break

3:00 p.m. -
4:15 p.m.

Mandalay Bay Hotel 
Las Vegas Mass 
Shooting 

Michelle Tavarez
Captain LVMPD

Mandalay Bay Hotel 
Las Vegas Mass 
Shooting

Michelle Tavarez
Captain LVMPD

Mandalay Bay Hotel 
Las Vegas Mass 
Shooting 

Michelle Tavarez
Captain LVMPD

Mandalay Bay Hotel 
Las Vegas Mass 
Shooting 

Michelle Tavarez
Captain LVMPD

Mandalay Bay Hotel 
Las Vegas Mass 
Shooting 

Michelle Tavarez
Captain LVMPD

Mandalay Bay Hotel 
Las Vegas Mass 
Shooting 

Michelle Tavarez
Captain LVMPD



Closing Ceremony

Thursday,
September 01 

4:30 pm to 4:45 pm
Vista/Scenic Room

NNALEA 29th  Annual National Training Conference 

Closing Ceremony

Traditional Prayer Retiring of the Colors Honor Guard

NNALEA Membership Meeting will begin right after Closing Ceremony
Election of NNALEA 29th Sergeant-at-Arms

Attendees must be current NNALEA Members

Door Prize Drawings

Note: 

Speakers and agenda schedule are subject to change at any time.  Please check the registration desk for any last-minute changes.

Any member wishing to run for Sergeant-at-Arms Position and serving on NNALEA Board for the next four years must provide 
a written request to the Board by 12 Noon, Wednesday, August 31, 2022. The request must document the member’s Native Ameri-
can lineage to a Federally Recognized Tribe and current active duty law enforcement service.



National Navajo Code Talkers Day 
National Navajo Code Talkers Day was recently observed on August 14th. Established by President Reagan in 1982, this day recognizes the ser-
vice of the Navajo Code Talkers and their vital contributions during World War II. The first 29 Navajo Code Talkers of the 382nd Platoon, USMC 
have passed, but today we remember these Native Americans / First Nations and preserve the honor they brought to themselves, their people and 
their country. 

The original Native American Code Talkers served the U.S. Army during World War I (WWI) and included Choctaw, Comanche, Hopi, and Cherokee 
veterans. In the early 1940s, WWI veteran Philip Johnston recalled the value of these code talkers and their languages and suggested the U.S. Ma-
rines use a similar communications strategy in WWII. After previewing the language, the Marines recruited the entire 382nd Platoon to develop and 
memorize the Navajo-coded language, which became one of many Type-One codes that translated English to construct a coded message.

Code Talkers famously played a huge role in the Battle of Iwo Jima, but no one 
would know of the sacrifice and service of these American military heroes until 
the Code Talkers program was declassified in 1968. 

At the turn of the century, President Bill Clinton awarded Congressional Gold 
Medals to 29 Code Talkers, and a year after that in 2001, President George W. 
Bush presented more medals to honor these veterans.




